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HE problem of Constantinople and the Straits had for Russia
Ttwo main aspects: Constantinople as the source of the religion
and culture of the Russian people, and Constantinople as the com-
manding point to the Straits, to those “keys to our house” as they
were characterized by Alexander I. A third aspect was tightly inter-
locked with the first two: it was the problem of the Slavs in the
Balkans under Turkish domination.

Together with the Greek religion there also came from Constan-
tinople to Russia the canon law, the alphabet, art in the form of
architecture and icon painting, and, finally, the Byzantine way of
life, which had a profound effect upon the mentality and mode of
life of the Russian people.

When Constantinople fell under the blows of the Turks in 1453,
Russia was in the process of freeing herself from the Tartar yoke.
Tsar Ivan III, who completed this task, married Sophia (Zoe)
Paleologa, niece of the last Byzantine Emperor, who brought with
her to Moscow not only the customs and splendor of the Byzantine
Empire, but also the idea of autocracy. The double-headed eagle
flew from Constantinople to Moscow and was included in the arms
of the Grand Prince of Muscovy, who took the title of Tsar (Cae-
sar). Thus Ivan and the subsequent Tsars assumed the réle of the
successors of the Byzantine Empire! and of the champions of the
Orthodox church and the Slavic peoples.

The problem of the Straits was born automatically as soon as
Russia gained a strong foothold on the Black Sea. Since that time
this sea was no longer “a beautiful virgin in the harem of the Sul-
tan,” as it was celebrated by Turkish poets, but it became also a
Russian sea, the “keys” to which were in foreign hands. Established

'The idea of the succession to the Byzantine Empire found its formulation in the
message of the monk Philophei to the Grand Prince Vasily Ivanovich, in which
Muscovy was called “The Third Rome” (after Rome and Constantinople). . .
“and a Fourth there will never be.”
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